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Review and Analysis on the Indicators of Period Fertility

GUO Zhi-gang
(Population Institute, Renming University of China, Beijing 100872)

Abstract This paper presents the comparative analysis on the two indicators TFR' and TFR based upon the fer-
tility data series over the years. It is alsointegrated with literature review of family planning documents and related
studies. The findings show that, family planning campaign in the 1970s led to sustained rapid fertility decline, but
also cumulated up a great potential force of procreation. The rse of TFR in early 1980s is mainly due to the release
of the potential force. Early marriage and childbearing induced by issue of the new marnage law is only placed in
backseat. Although there are many times of change in family planning policies fertility of the 1980s can not be con-
sidered as out of control, unstable situation of family planning w orking is just considered as one of the causes for fluc-
tuating TFRs during that period. A new round of sustained decline of TFR started in the 1990s has also cumulated
new potential force at same time. This study depicts quantitatively the defects of convential TFR, and shows the ad-
vantage of TFR' in providing information of the fertility trends. Comparson between the two indicators may be
helpful to have a better understanding of the current fertility.
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