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A Study on the Effects on Labor Participation of the Chinese Elderly

ZHANG Wen-juan
( Center for Population and Development Studies, Renmin University, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Employing the data from 1% population sample survey of China in 2005, this paper
conducted an empirical analysis on the probability of labor participation of the elderly people in rural and
urban China. Age, marital and health status, educational attainment, benefits from social insurance were
introduced into the Logistic regression models for male and female elderly in rural and urban China
respectively. The regression results indicated that releasing economic pressure is a predominant reason for
the elderly to participate the labor forces, and active social participation attitude motivates urban elderly
with high educational attainments continue to work. It is also convinced that good health status has
positive effects on the labor participation especially for male and rural elderly. The elderly with poor
economic status are more likely to participant the labor forces.
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