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Overview on Differences of the Translation of Urbanization

ZHOU Gong-wei, LIU Zhi-jun
(National Population and Family planning Commission, Department of Development
Planning and Information, Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Thewr are three synonymic words in Chinese commonly used to the English word urbanization
namely Chengshihua,  Chengzhenhua, and Dushihua, meaning urbanization,  townization and
metopolitanization respectively. The paper, makes an in depth research on the three tems through analyzing
the denotation of English words and original meanings of the three Chinese words, combining the notion of city
and town in Chinese as well as the evolution of the definition of urbanization. It is suggested that wnsidering
the convention and the long term development of urbanization, the word Chenshihua, meaning urbanization
should gradually substitute the other two, thus unifying the title.
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