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Three Kinds of Change of Population Status and Its Coordinate Development

in the Process of Chinese Urbanization

LUO Chun', ZHU Yaolong®
(1. School for Economics, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, China;
2. School for Ethnology and Sociology, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: A full urbanization should be comprising non-agriculturalization and citizenization.
These three kinds of process are linkage with each other. Among these processes, “population”
is an indispensable principal indicator and main factor from beginning to end, whose different
status and features can be found. Reviewing Chinese study on urbanization, there are three
issues: “absence of non-agriculturalization” | “offside of urbanization” and “implicitness of
demography”. Hundreds of millions Chinese rural population in city fall into dilemma that even
if most of them could be title of permanent residents, they still have no “citizen” right,
therefore, this paper jumps out of the isolated understanding of urbanization and holds “ people-
centered” proposal of new urbanization, and based on demographic perspective, puts non-
agriculturalization, urbanization and citizenization into one frame, discussing the transitions of
population’ s role and identity in the “three kinds of process”. Then, this paper combines three
kinds of change of population status with “three kinds of process” and “three agricultural
problems” correspondingly, exploring its coordinated progress and smooth continuation among
“three kinds of process”. The paper shows that the realization of urbanization does not depend
on the spatial change of population settlement pattern, that is, rural-urban transformation, but
on the change of employment attribute, that is, agriculture-non-agriculture transformation. The
paper also explains that the citizenization of the migrant agricultural population should be led by
the non-agricultural employment, and marked by the identity of “citizens” and the equal access
to their rights and interests, rather than the end of urbanization of the settlement pattern. The
paper argues that a full and sustainable urbanization should be supported by non-agricul-
turalization and contribute to citizenization with the social-economic development. Finally, the
paper puts forward some policy orientation based on system reform.

Keywords: urbanization; non-agriculturalization; citizenization; population status; coor-

dination of “three kinds of process”
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