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Fertility Transition of Ethnic Minority Population in China

YANG Juhua
(School of Ethnology and Sociology/Population and Ethnic Development Research Center,
Minzu University of China, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract; Ethnic minority population is an integral part of the Chinese population. In the
context of restrictive fertility policy, economic development and social transformation, all ethnic
groups in China have experienced fertility transitions soon or later. Using total fertility rate and
complete fertility rate, drawing on multiple census data, and focusing on the outset, process
and result of fertility transition of minority groups in China, this paper attempts to provide a

systematic and comprehensive understanding of fertility transition of ethnic minority population
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by vertically and horizontally comparing various ethnic groups. The following main conclusions
can be obtained as follows. First, the outset of fertility transition of minority groups as a whole
occurred in the early 1980s, which is slightly later than that of the whole country. Although due
to the differences among ethnic groups, the completion time of their reproductive transformation
is about 10 years later than that of the national population, the ethnic minority population on the
whole has completed the reproductive transformation around 2000. Second, the fertility
transformation of minority population has the dual characteristics of “advanced” and “lagged” .

The western ethnic groups are “lagged” , while the northeast ethnic groups are “advanced”.

Third, the fertility transformation of minority population conforms to the classical fertility
transformation theory, but the fertility transformation of different ethnic groups is also deeply
affected by the fertility policy and cultural system: The process of modernization as well as the
restrictive fertility policy and its propaganda of “giving birth to fewer children but giving them
better care and education” have weakened traditional fertility culture, facilitating fertility
behavior of all ethnic groups to converge. By adopting the research idea of “looking at the
outset, paying attention to the process and comparing the results,” as well as clearly defining
the concept of “fertility transition” , this paper makes up for the limitations of previous studies
which mostly describe the total fertility rate of ( different) ethnic groups in a general way. It can
form a better dialogue with the international community on fertility transition, and help to enrich
the knowledge treasure house of China’s demography and related disciplines.

Keywords: ethnic minority; ethnic minority population; fertility transition
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