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How Does the Government’s Posture Affect the Willingness of Migrants to Stay?

GAO Qi
(School of Public Economics and Administration, Shanghai University of Finance

and Economics, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Large-scale labor flow is one of the notable features of China’s economic
development, and it is also an important driving force for the realization of China’s
industrialization and urbanization. Based on the local government work reports and China
migrants dynamic survey data, this paper measures the posture of the local government work
reports on the migrants, constructs the government restraint posture index, and examines the
relationship between the macro-level local government policy publicity and the micro-level
migrants’ willingness to stay. This paper finds that the government’ s restraint on the migrants
will greatly reduce the residence willingness of floating population. After using the instrumental
variable method to deal with the endogenous problem, the conclusion is still robust. In
addition, this paper finds that the restraint posture will affect the migrants through three
mechanisms (i.e., skill predilection, fairness perception, and social integration) , which in
turn affect migrants’ willingness to stay in the local area as well. Among them, the migrants
with lower education or agricultural household registration are negatively affected by the
government’ s restraint posture, while the ones with higher education or non-agricultural
household registration are not significantly affected. The government’s restraint posture
significantly reduces the fairness perception of non-local labor forces, while it has a positive
effect on local labor forces. The migrants with lower social integration and social participation
are more affected by the restraint posture and have weaker willingness to stay. This paper also
finds that the settlement threshold can weaken the influence of the government’ s posture on the

migrants’ willingness to stay. In addition, migrants with disparate genders and ages are affected
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differently. The male and elderly migrants are more strongly affected by the restraint posture.
This paper argues that local governments should formulate more inclusive policies. While
focusing on development, they should also pay attention to fairness, allow labor to flow freely
and equally between regions, advocate inclusive systems and concepts that are conducive to
sustainable economic and social development, and build an integrated society.

Keywords: government work reports; willingness to stay; fairness perception; skill

discrimination; social integration

[FEmB ETH, 5 &

- 149 -

]



