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An Exploring Matrilocal Coresidence: The Influence of Modernization Population

Transition and Practical Needs

XU Qi
(Department of Sociology Peking University Beijing 100871  China)

Abstract: Based on the data of the first wave of Chinese Family Panel Study in 2010 this paper
studies the living arrangement in contemporary China from three perspectives: modernization

demographic transition and practical needs of family members. Considering the limitations in the
existing studies this paper explicitly distinguishes patrilocal and matrilocal coresidence. We find
that patrilocal coresidence is much more prevalent than matrilocal coresidence. Modernization

demographic characteristics of both wife” s and husband’ s family and the practical needs of children
and parents all have significant impacts on the living arrangement in contemporary China. With the
development of modernization the decrease of fertility and increase of mobility living arrangement
of Chinese family will change fundamentally in the future. Moreover the effect of children’ s needs
on the living arrangement should be more concerned when studying the living arrangement of Chinese

family.
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