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Consumption Demand of the Chinese Elderly:
An Analysis of the Affecting Variables with Projection

LI Jian-min
(Population and Development Research Institute, Nankai University Tianjin 300071 )

Abstract: China has stepped into the period of fast growing in the number of elderly, which in turn rais-
ing rapidly the consumption demand of the elderly. The elderly has the characteristics different from the
population of other age segments in the respects of consumption demand, level and stability of income,
marginal propensity of consumptions wnsumption behavior, which directly determine the consumption de-
mand of the elderly. By the “standard unit of consumption”, it is estimated that the total consumption de-
mand of the elderly of China was about 310 billion in 2000, and will increase to about 600 billions in
2005 and one trillion in 2010, respectively.
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