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Abstract: This paper constructs a set of new evaluation model, which can be described as
dependency burden quantity index (DBQTI) and dependency burden quality index (DBQLI). The
two proposed indexes provide a dual perspective on the evaluation of regional dependency burden.
With China as a case study, the research indicates that the quantity of rural and nationwide non-
laborers reduced obviously during 1978 ~2009, but the rural-urban and nationwide quality of life all
increased notably. However, rural migrant laborers are hardly to enjoy a stable working
environment, the result is salary unstable and easily intermittent unemployment, and peasants are
made more vulnerable for survival in contrast with townspeople in china. The root of reducing the
proportion of China’s non-laborers is the transferring of rural surplus-labor, while the decisive driving
force for reducing dependency burden lies in enhancing the capacity of wealth income rather than

merely lower the proportion of non-laborers.
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