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The Effect of Living Arrangement and Preference on the Life Satisfaction of the Elderly

ZENG Xian-xin
(School of Labor Economics, Capital University of Economics and Business, Beijing 100070, China)

Abstract: Using the Chinese Longitudinal Healthy Longevity Survey in 2008, this paper analyzed the
effect of living arrangement and the living arrangement preference on the life satisfaction of elderly.
The results show both living arrangement and whether it coincides with the preference have significant
effect on the life satisfaction of the elderly. Moreover, the effect of living preference differs among the
elderly in different marital status. For the widowed (or divorced, unmarried) elderly, the living
arrangement and whether it coincides with preference has significant effect on the life satisfaction,
while these effects are not significant for the elderly married and the spouse is living.
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