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The Study of Migrant Workers’ Preference of Staying in Cities or Returning Home
under the Perspective of Life Course Theory; Based on the Survey of
Chongging and the Pearl River Delta
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Abstract: Based on the data collected in Chongging and Pearl River Delta area by the issue group
of “Social adaptation of migrant workers” , this paper analyzed the factors which affect the migrant
workers’ desire to stay in cities or return home from the perspective of life course. The study found
that effect of birth group, family life cycle and spatial affect the migrant workers’ preference to stay
in cities or return home besides education and income. Furthermore, factors such as gender and
culture also have effect on migrant workers’ desire to stay in cities.
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