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Abstract: Using data from several census dataset including the newly released 2010 census this
study constructs the net nuptiality table as an analytical instrument at the national scale from 1982 -
2010 including the probability of first marriage the percentage of single survivors the percentage
of marriage for single survivors and the single life expectancy with which one can explore and

evaluate the new developments of China’s first marriage pattern. Our analysis reveals that China
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remains as a universal-marriage society despite a steady rise of the age at first marriage. However a

certain share of people is forced to remain single at their life time. Chinese men seem to not enjoy

advantages over women in the processes of marital formation and sustainability. Furthermore gender

disparity in first marriages is reduced though increasing gender inequality in China has been widely

reported.
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