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The Relationship of High Sex Ratio at Birth and Demographic Transition

in China: A Modernization Perspective

YANG Fan
( Population and Development Research Center Renmin University of China Beijing 100872 China)

Abstract: Using the historical /comparative research method and the data of family and fertility
survey conducted in 2010 this paper analyses the relation between high sex ratio at birth and
demography transition in China from the perspective of modernization and studies the influence of
modernization on the trend of sex ratio at birth in China. The findings indicate that time lag and
contradiction of modernization make the factors of supporting the declining fertility and the preference
for boys coexist and intertwine at the same time resulting in the emergence of the high sex ratio at

birth. In the future with the rapid development of modernization and the disintegration of
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agriculture civilization the sex ratio at birth will decrease to the normal level in China.
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1982 1987 1992 1997 2002 2005 2010
1 1 51.5 37.1 24.3 25.0 27.3 22.2 31. 8
1 48.5 62.9 75.7 75.0 72.7 77.8 68.7
2 2 8.8 4.1 2.7 2.1 1.9 2.2 1.9
1 1 82.4 85.5 84.0 84.9 85.9 86.0 87.9
2 8.9 10. 4 13.3 13.0 12.2 11.8 10.2
3 3 0.7 0.5 0.3 0.4 0.6 1.1 0.9
2 62.4 52.3 45.1 38.4 41.6 38.5 40.7
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105 99 91 85 87 86 87
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