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The Coming Baby Boom after Loosening Birth Control Policy and

Its Characteristic in China

SHI Renbing
( Department of Sociology Huazhong University of Science and Technology
Wuhan 430074 China )

Abstract: From the beginning of 2014 China starts to ease its family planning policy which allows
couples to have a second baby if either parent is an only child. The number of the couples of
childbearing age that either one is an only child the proportion that the couples who are permitted to
a second birth will really give birth and the birth timing will be the three fundamental determinants
of the post-policy-change baby boom. It is estimated that the couples of childbearing age that either

one is an only child are 20 million in the early 2014 in the whole country the 60% of them will
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actually give the second birth in a couple of year after the policy change that will result in a sharp
rise of birth. The influence of birth control policy on fertility is deferent in urban and rural area for
different women. In order to avoid too large baby boom some measures should be take to keep off
both “policydoosening caused fertility rise”” and “loss of control fertility rise”.

Keywords: the “couples to have a second baby if either is an only child” policy; family

planning; baby boom
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