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The New Ideal for Declining High Sex Ratio at Birth

GONG Wei-gang
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Abstract: This research shows that in the social change process of China, there are significant
regional differences of son preference which affects the relationship between sex ratio at birth (SRB)
and the control policy. The regions with highest SRB are mainly distributed on South of China,
which regions has a strong clan tradition and son preference. There is lowest SRB in Yangtze River
Basin and Three provinces in Northeast China; the son preference at these regions is weak. The SRB
and son preference in North China Plain is between the up two regions. Based on the conditional
correlation mechanism between the SRB and the birth control policy, we put forward the new ideas
that reduce the high SRB should be in different ways for different regions.
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