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Reflection of the Central Role of the State Responsibility:
The Basic Old age Insurance in Rural “ River Village”

YAN Xin-Ming
( Department of Sociology, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093)

Abstract: Based on the survey on the basic pension scheme for the rural elders carried in the “River
Village’, this study examines the history of the state peasant relations on matters of tax payments for the
agricultural products and the social security benefits for rural residents. This study shows the three stages of
development in regard to old aged protection for the aged in the “ River Village”: the collective responsibility of
welfare, the individuals’ sell_dependency, and the state s increased duty of the elderly protection with a basic
amount of pension benefits paid. In order to raise the extent of state welfare, this paper argues that it should be
avoided, which all family members should not be responsible for the misconduds made by anyone of its

members.
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