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Abstract: Based on simple data, this paper investigates intergenerational financial support,
emotional support as well as instrumental support to the elderly parents in the family that the adult
move abroad. Results show that the parents moved abroad with adult children suffer from significant
reduction in the intergenerational support as their parent-child relationship turning from the

traditional feedback pattern to the relay model. Meanwhile, for emigrant families whose parents stay
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at home, the relationship shows the transition trend to relay mode although maintains the feedback
mode. There is evident division of labor in terms of instrumental support provision among children,
which is consistent with the corporate group model. Elderly parents who provide supports to their
children can significantly increase children’s supports to them, showing the reciprocal feature. The
longer the adult children live abroad, the smaller the odds ratio for financial support to their older
parents is. Children’ supporting behaviors is positively correlated with traditional filial piety.

Keywords: international migration; intergenerational supports; corporate group model;

elderly parents
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