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Healthy Life Expectancy of the Oldest Old in China

GU Danan, ZENG Yi
(Duke University, Durham, North Carolina Institute of Population Research,
Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: Based on 50 variables from various dimensions of health of intewviewed oldest old of China in
1998, this paper classifies health status of the oldest old into 5 profiles by applying grade of membership
(GOM) model. The five profiles are healthy, relatively healthy, poor functioning, frail, severely im-
paired. After decomposing the life expectancy of oldest old in China based on these five profiles, result
shows that both the number and proportion of healthy life expectancy of male oldest old are higher than
those of female oldest olds with one exception in urban octogenarians although ftotal life expectancy of
males is lower than that of females. Excluding healthy life expectancy, the proportion of poor functioning
life expectancy occupies the highest, and the proportion of frail and severely impaired life expectancy in-
creases sharply with age.
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