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The Factors Affecting the Decision of Migration of Rural Labor

Force in Poverty-Stricken Areas

LIU Jian-ping
(School of Economic and Management Northwest Normal University Lanzhou 730070 China)

Abstract: Based on the survey in 10 poverty villages in Gansu province through statistical description
and comparative analysis this paper analyses the factors which affect the rural labors” migration decision in
poverty areas from the several aspects: reasons of labor mobility the individual characteristics of migrants
and the features of the outflow place. The results show that poor and labor surplus are the direct
motivation for the rural labor outflow the poverty-siricken area; human capital is a very important factor
among the individual characters. Among family factors population labor and farmland scale have
positive effect on the migration decision; the number of school children and the other member’s migration
decision have negative effect on the migration decision. The effect of the household’s economic status and
the education level of the head of the household appear updown U pattern.
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