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The Effect of Urbanization on China’s Fertility
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Abstract: This paper explored the effect of urbanization on China’ s fertility using decomposition
analysis method. The results indicate that the national fertility rates have decreased by 21% due to
urbanization development. In addition the paper forecasts how much urbanization can contribute to
future fertility decline. The forecasts demonstrate that urbanization can contribute to further
reductions in fertility by more than 70% . The forecasts indicate that urbanization will become the
primary factor behind future declines in national fertility.
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