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The Interpretation of “Migration Puzzle” in the Process of Urbanization:

From the Perspective of Human Capital Differences
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Abstract; Based on two kinds of differences of human capital, this paper builds a theoretical model
to explore the “migration puzzle” in the process of urbanization and does empirical analysis. The
results show that the difference of human capital between urban and rural labor has no effect on
urban-rural income gap. While, the human capital of the rural labor emigrated to urban in different
levels expands it. With the scale of labor migration expanding, the human capital attached to the
migrated labor force flows more. The spillover of middle and high human capital and the weakening
rural human capital are the important reasons to cause “ migration puzzle” in the process of

urbanization. The government should compensate for the outflow.
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