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On Intrinsic Total Fertility Rate
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Abstract: Demographers have attempted to refine period fertility rates in order to accurately
measure fertility levels. A better understanding of changes in period fertility rates is achieved by
decomposing total fertility rate into quantum and tempo components. A recently developed approach
to addressing the defects of tempo-adjusted total fertility rate the intrinsic total fertility rate
simultaneously standardizes total fertility rate by age parity and birth intervals; and empirical
studies have shown that it can more accurately measure the quantum and tempo of fertility. This
paper introduces the intrinsic total fertility rate elaborating on its construction and calculation using
China’s 1988 fertility survey data.
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