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The Trend of City Size Distribution in China: Based on Census Data
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Abstract: The characteristics of city size distribution are affected by urbanization policy. Based on
census data and a detailed analysis in statistics problem of city population size we find with Zipf’ s
law that a dispersed trend has been replaced by a centralized trend in city size distribution since
2000. In addition we find that the existing literature has underestimated the degree of concentration
using non-agriculture population of urban area. With the findings in this paper we propose that it is
important for accelerating urbanization process to rely on the development of large city.
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