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The Ways of Alternative Income Family Labor Surplus and Farmers’ Choose

between “Work in the city” or “Make a Living on the Land”

XIE Qiu-shan MA Run-sheng
( School of Public Administration Central South University Changsha 410083 China)

Abstract: Based on the CGSS 2010 survey data this paper did multinomial analysis and found that
lack of ways obtaining alternative income is the critical factor of the farmers’ choice between “work
in the city work” or “make a living on the land”. The number of family labor have a significant
effect on individual’ s choose between return to farming and continue to work in the city. The effect
of healthy is uncertainty. Individuals’ characteristics such as age gender education and regions
different also have significant effect on farmers’ choice between “work in city” or “make a living on
the land”. This means if want to allure more farmers to work in the city city’ s employments need
to provide a income model with more compared advantages and including comprehensive social

security considered the constraint of intra-household labor division which is from the Household
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