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The Labor Supply of the Elderly in Rural of China: Evidence from Shandong Province

LIAO Shao-hong SONG Chun-ing
( Public School Shandong Institute of Business and Technology Yantai 264005 China)

Abstract: Using the data from investigation of present situation and demands of the elderly support
in rural Shandong Province in 2008 the article discusses the elementary characteristics of the labor
supply and the influence factors of the elderly in rural Shandong Province. The effect of mental
health and family expenditures is the main point of discussion. The results show that the main motive
of the elderly labor supply in rural China is to earn some money to meet the daily living needs. The
stronger lonely elderly people would work longer. Possibly through increasing working time the
elderly would get mental satisfaction ease the aloneness and enhance their self-confidence; Living

with children or accepting financial support from children generally do not change the labor supply
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behavior of the rural elderly just within the life cycle of the family is a manifestation

structure changes.

Keywords: labor supply; the elderly support; aloneness; intergenerational support
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