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A Discussion about Assessment of the Quality of Elder s Health Data

GU Danan
(Population Institute, Beijing University, Beijing, 100871)

Abstract: The criterion of the quality of elder’ s health data includes the validity, the reliability and the
accuracy. The validity is used to measure whether the health variables meet the standards what the re-
searcher wants to study. The reliability is the consistency of the measurements or the level of removing the
random errors. The accuracy is a disparity between the obsewving numerical value and the reality’ s. It is
the combination of validity and reliability. The descriptive statistic analysis, crosstab mean analysis, vari-
ation analysis, sensitive analysis, rrelation, multiple regression, factor analysis, internal consistency
analysis and some special model such as IRT (Item Response Theory) can be applied in the assessment of
the validity and reliability of elder’ s health data.
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