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Abstract; This project analyses the livelihood capacity between different kinds of peasant household
from the prospects of livelihood capital and livelihood strategy using the comprehensive index
method. The data we used derive from the survey about the livelihood and development capability of
the farmers in about ten villages of Lanzhou located in Gansu province. The research is based on the
theoretical framework of Sustainable Livelihood Analysis and refers to the theory of practical ability ,

human capital theory, and so on. The analysis concludes that compared with only-child family,
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more-child family livelihood capacity is much higher. The more-child family show advantages in the
human capital, natural capital, financial capital, social capital, livelihoods strategy. Finally, the
paper puts forward several suggestions to perfect the livelihood ability.

Keywords: sustainable livelihood; livelihood ability; livelihood capital; livelihood strategy
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