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An Study on China’ s Differences in Regional Distribution of Human Capital
and Their Changes: Based on the Perspective of Measurement and
Decomposition of Inequality Indices

KUANG Yuan-feng
(School of Economics, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: This paper uses some index such as the Gini coefficient etc. to explore the differences in
human capital distribution and their change characteristics in China’s sub-regions since the 21
century. The results show that there are large differences in the distribution of human capital in sub-
regions. The contribution of the difference among eastern, central and western regions is above
35% , and the contribution of the rural-urban gap is always above 75% . Besides, the distribution of
human capital has undergone a process of diverge before 2005, and the increased compulsory
education to some extent balances the human capital distribution in rural areas after 2005, however,
the contribution of urban-rural gap to the overall differences has not decreased, but has expanded.
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