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Abstract: Based on China population census data this paper analyzes the influence of population
growth on the spatial stages of urbanization in Yangtze Delta and Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei using the
theories and models of spatial path of urbanization with the method of ROXY index. It manifests that
from 1980s spatial stage of the Yangtze Delta is in urbanization of population accelerating

centralization while Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Metropolitan is in the transition from urbanization to
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suburbanization of population decelerating centralization; As core cities of the above two
metropolitans  Shanghai and Beijing are at the stage of the transition from counter-urbanization to re—
urbanization and from suburbanization to counter-urbanization respectively. So the spatial circular
stage of urbanization in the core city is more advanced then it in the metropolitan as a whole. The
spatial development of population urbanization in Beijing matches its industrial structure whereas the
spatial development of population urbanization in Shanghai is ahead of its industrial structure
upgrading.
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