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A Study on the Demographic Transition in China
——From the perspective of the Institutional Economics

LI Junfeng
(Institute of Population and Development, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071)

Abstract: The institutional economics points out that it is necessary for a government to constitute a sys-
tem when individual behaviors have negative externality . To do so, internalization of social cost and col-
lective rationality can be achieved. However, the system must accord to individual rationality and be in-
ternalized, othewise the system can't work well. In China, the demographic transition has been going on
under the government,s intervention. Therefore, to judge whether the demographic transition is accom-
plished, we have to examine whether the repwductive culture and notion have been changed. The author
thinks that the demographic transition has not been done yet, because the internal mechanism facilitating
to stabilize the low fertility has not been fomed. Only if the people are willing to choose the low fertility
and the low fertility is stabilized, the real demographic transition can be achieved.
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1985 21 4 678 14. 26
1986 22 483 6 86 15.57
1987 23 33 6 72 16.61
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