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LUO Feng
(The Center for Chinese Rural Studies of CCNU, Wuhan, Hubei province, China, 430079)

Abstract: For a long time, the conflict between more people and less land has been one of the major issues in
the development of China rural areas and the development of China agriculture. Most previous researches have
focused on population growth when looking a the relationship between population growth and land use while
few on land use in perspective of the change of land- use system and changes in land resource management.

On the base of a comparative analysis of the relationship between population growth and land use in
tradition land- use system both in China and western countries, esp. a study of the change in the rela ionship
between population growth and land use in China since 1949, this paper argues that it is Collective Ownership
of Land Policy and Equal Division of Land Policy that have stimulated China population growth. As a result,
the conflid between population growth and land use has been sirengthened. It also proposed that land
ownership should be clarified to promote family planning policy and encourage the migration of norr farmer
population so as to relieve the conflict between population growth and land wse.
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