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Population and Economy: Knowledge from History to Reality

KONG Ling-feng
(Institute of Population and Development Research, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071)

Abstract: The problem of population and economy is one of the long-tem problems noticed by human so-
ciety and is the most important research contents of population economics. This paper has reviewed the
typical theories of population economics since Malthus. Those theories include: Malthusianism, the pessi-
mistic population economic theory, the theory of long-term stagnation, the optimistic population economic
theoty, low-level equilibrium trap theoty, critical minimum-effort topic, optimum population theory, sus-
tainable development theory, human capital theory and Neo-growth theory. The characteristics of population
economic theories can be summarized as follows: The research wntents are close related with the social
and economic problems of the time.The research fields are increasingly extensive. The research view has
been expanded from developed countries to developing countries and even to global sphere. The esearch
method and clues have progressed and become more perfect.
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