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The Unity of Eastern Asian Welfare System: Concluding from

Six Countries and Areas in Eastern Asia

WAN Guo-wei LIU Meng-yun
(Zhou Enlai School of Government Nankai University Tianjin 300071  China)

Abstract: With the development of welfare comparison “East Asian Welfare System” has been
supported by many experts. However as a basic issue whether “East Asian Welfare System” really
exists is also questioned by a considerable number of scholars. Scholars have put forward mainly a
challenge on the inner unity of “East Asian Welfare System” from institutional differences cultural
independence and institutional division. After a comparison among the Mainland of China Japan

Korea Singapore Taiwan and Hong Kong of China it suggests that the internal economic and
political system does not influence “East Asian Welfare System” which has its own welfare culture

and only has the internal differences without the division in the whole. This research further proves
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the inner unity of “East Asian Welfare System” and answers the question whether “East Asian

Welfare System” exists.

Keywords: Eastern Asian Welfare System; unity; six areas in Eastern Asia
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