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The Analysis of the Status and Determinants of the Family Life Cycle of
the Rural Elderly in Hebei Province

WU Hai-xia
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Abstract Using the data from the survey conducted by institute of population and labor economics
China academy of social science in Hebei province in October 2008 this paper analyzes the status of
family life cycle of the elderly whose age are all above 60. The determinants of the family life cycle of
the rural elderly are also be analyzed. The result reveals that the family life cycle of the most women
elderly begin with the linear family. The family life cycle in rural area have characteristics that the length
of nursing contraction and the empty-nest syndrome are relatively long. The families planning policy
individual’s education the marital status of the elderly and their children economic status have effect on
the empty-nest syndrome.
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