2001 5 No. 5, 2001

( 128 ) POPULATION & ECONOMICS (Tot. No. 128)
« )
“B? FIL
A Y
( , 100871

s AT KE 21 B EFe AD BN —FH R, (DF R 65 F AU E
EF AT b E AT Bk K —— B AT 8 7% 3 AeE] 2050 SF69 230 A&, ()& #£:80 ¥ A
A L3 A PIAKRAET 65 9 R L AMK R ENRELS K, (DDEAHKELR,
AL fot A B65% BRA LEARKART 331 80 ¥ R EREAKAZL 112, (W) & F#%kik
K. A bt RELZFAD 5F FHERAD L FET R MG 3~-442 (DR EFL BT
An G o, KB RHE AL ST R4, M (o R AE AR EARA KST 28
KT, ALEHRHAEKRERCB. AP AD T ESALRRE AR XFRHBELEY G &
HEAMBF @ EART SRS F 5 ZB
AT R REAR HA2F AR
: C92-05 A : 1000— 4149(2001)05—0003— 07

The main Features of Population Aging and Policy Considerations in China

ZENG Yi
(Population Research Institute, Beijing University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: This paper analyzes and discusses the main features of population aging in China in the first
half of the 21" century. (1) High speed: proportion of elderly aged 65 is projected to increase rapidly
from 7 % in 2000 to about 23 % in 2050; (2) High ages: proportion of the oldest old aged 80+ will in-
crease at an extraordinaty speed that is twice as high as that of the elderly aged 65+; (3) Large quanti-
ty: at middle of this century, elderly aged 65+ will exceed 330 million, and the oldest old azed 80+
exceed 100 million; (4) Large elderly dependency ratio: the elderly dependency ratio in 2050 will be 3
—4 times as lage as that today; (5) Large regional differences: because of migration effects, proportion
of elderly in rural areas and poor regions will be higher than in the urban areas and rich regions. The au-
thor also discusses the related policy considerations such as establishing old age insurance system in rural
areas, strengthening the Chinese traditional family support system, and favoring policy for the female eld-
erly who are in disadvantaged status.
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