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The problem of china’ s illegal migration

HUANG Run-long
(Nanjing College of Population Program M anagement, Nanjing, Jiangsu Province, 210042)

Abstract On the average, there are one hundred to one hundred and eighty thousand Chinese people who migrated
abroad a year fom 1978 to 1995. Among them the illegal migrants accounts for about 20%. The illegal migration
can be divided into two kinds the illegally cross the national border migrants and the illegally staying in a foreign
country migrants. The former numbers eighty thousand to one hundred thousand every year. The ratio of success is
20% to 40% and there are 20 thousand people who could really achieve their aimed destinations. The Chinese ille-
gally staying migrants are mainly distributed in the developed counties such as the United States Canada Australia
and the European countries and they greatly exceed the illegally crossing border migrants in number. The migrants
who illegally staying in a foreign country account for 5% to 20% of the total local Chinese people and its average an-
nual rate of growth is 20%. Among the migrants w ho illegally cross the W estern Pacific Ocean, the persons going to
A merica account for 68%, and the persons going to Eastern Asia and South America account for 8% and 24 % re-
spectively.

Keywords: overseas migration; illegally crossing the national border migrants; the migrants who illegally staying in a

foreign country; the Chinese and the overseas Chinese
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